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CCP_THEORIST REAFFIRMS MARXIST DEFERENCE TQ WORKING CLASS i

L§umary: This report gives information on CCP acceptance of the

Marxian analysis of society and the special revolutionary role of the
working class. In an address -- which constitutes the body of the
book =-- delivered in the first quarter of 1952 to CCP cadres studying
party reform at Wuhan University, Hsu Mou-yang stated that the sus-
picions current among CCP members regarding (l) the nonproletarian

. social origin of Marx and Engels and, consequently, their theoretical

o writings and {2} the inevitahility of the CCP becoming a wiorking class,
rather than a peasant or petty bourgeois party, were non-Marxian and
unacceptable. Hsu said that the need for discipline among the cadres
during assignment to posts will be met by a thorough indoctrination in
the basic tenets of Marxism-Leninism./

In his address delivered to cadres studying party rectification at the Wuhan
University, Hsu Mou-yang took for his theme the first of the eight standards for
CCP mempbers, i.e., the phrase "The CCP is the,Political Party of the Chinese
Horkin§ Class.” The author stated in the preface that many cadres, aware that
Marx and Engels were nonproleterian intellectuals, considered the theories em-
bodied by Marxism a philosophical system created for the working class by

- intellectuals rather than a system devised by the working class for and by it-
self. Because this suspicion was widespread, he gquoted from Mao's On Practice:
"Th~ knowledge of capitalist scciety possessed by the proletariat in the first
stage of its practice, the stage of machine-smashing and spontaneous siruggle,
was only perceptual knowledge. It was only a knowledge of the individual aspects
and the external relations of the various phenomena of capitalism. At that {ime,
the proletariat was what is called a 'class in itself.' But when this class
reached the second stage of its practice, the stage of conscious, organized eco-
nomic and political struggle, there emerged the ideology of Marxism as a result
of the practice of the class, its experience of constant and continuous struggle,
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and the scientific summar
Engels. When this ideolo
to understand the essence
between classes,

v and integration of all these experiences by Marx and
€y was used to educate the proletariat and ensbled it
of capitalist society, the relation of exploitation
and its own historic task, it transformed itself into a 'class
for itself.'" Hsu concluded the preface by insisting that Marx and Engels had
estranged themselves from the capitalist class and adopted the vliewpoint of the

working class in propounding their theories.

Two suspicions ere dominant in the thinkin
s21d Hsu: (1) many cadres believe that the CCP
the fact that of the 5.8 million members, a gre!
.cadres believe thu:t the CCP iz a party of petty
Jpoint out that there are a great mary such intellectuals on all levels of leader-

ship. To dispel the:s: suspicions, Hsu made the following analysis of the nature
of the predominant clagses of Chinese society:

g of CCP cadres in the wuhan area,
is a peasant party and refer to
at many are peasants and (2) some
bourgeois intellectuals and

"The pessant and petiy Yourseois clusses are essentially backward and non-
revolutionary. The working class is progressive and possesses the highest degree
of revolutionary zeal. TIf the Communist Party were to represent either the
beasant or the petty bourgeois elrss, vhat power would it gain and what future
would it have to look to? e worxing class is closely connected with large-
scale industrial production and is thus in a nosition to recognize the achieve-
zents of such production and the wealth which it produces; this class, which
crentes wealth, knows best how to expropriate wealth. The peasants do not
Possess the vision of a new future nor the desire for drastic change because of
their close connection with individu.iistic, small peasant economics, their
longing for a few mou of fertile soll, perennially rich harvests, and light tax-
ation. Their conception of Communism does not go beyond approval of land re-
distribution. Petty bourzeois intellectuals are no better.

"Workers in large industrial enterprises are aware that industry is the bed-
rock of & capitalist economy. A peralyzed industry means o paralyzed economy.
They go out on strike, they disrupt, they seek Lover: they seek the dictatorship
of the uroletariat. Once in povwer they acquire the ideology of o ruling class.
Lenin said: 'Communism is Soviet bower plus national electrification.' Thig

was the definitive formulation of the relatlon between working class power and
industry.

"Further, the workers possess no private property; that is not to say that
they do not possess their tattered shoeg and garments. Marx defined private
Proverty as the means of production. Peasants and members of the petty bourgeoisie
Iossess rivate property, i.e., certain of the means of production; the workers do
not. Workers must sell their labor Povwer to the capitalists and receive low wages
in returr. They beconc aware of the evils of private property and embittered ard
impoverished lile no other rlass; they cannot have what they make. Unlike the
reasants who may seize the :and and farming tools of the expropriated landlords,
they cannot dismantle machinery and divide up the parts; everyone would then have
nothing. They must take the entire plant and maintain it intact for the people’s
government and in the people's service. Their task is first to destroy the previ-
Ous existing property relations. In the words of Marx and Sngels: 'The prole-
tariens cannot become masters of the productive forces of society, except by
abolishing their own rrevious mode of appropriation, and thereby also every other
previous node of appropriation. They have nothing of their own to se.ure and o

fortify; their mission is to destroy all previous securities for, ard insurance of,
individual rroperty.’

*The very fact that the Wworking class finds itself engaged in large-seale pro-

duction rermits it to bocome better orranized, disciplined, and hardened. The
working class is compensated with ever declining wages; the impoverishment of the
»
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vorkers increases; capitalist ezploitation becomes unbearnble. In the words of

Marx.and Engels: 'But with the development ot industry the proletariat not only
increases in number; it becomes concentrated in greater masses, its strength
grows, and it feels that strength more. The various interests and conditions of
life within the ranks of the proletariat are more and more equalizad; in pro=-

portion as machinery obliterates all distinctions of labor and neucly every-
where reduces wages to the same low level.!

"Unity and discipline in the ranks of the working class is imiortant. The

centralism of the worxing class creates few problems: one for all ard all for
one is the principle. When all work for the benefit of the center, the benefit
of the individual ig guaranteed. The individualism accompanylng petty property
holders creates manifold problems. In assigning jobs to the graduastes of Wuhan
University, for instence, if individuslism is rife, centralized control will be
difficult and problems numerous. TFor exomple, in the matter of selecting the
regions to which graduates will be assigned, some could demand to be located in
Wuhan., If they are then sent to Wuhan, they could then ask about conditions.in
Wuchang and Hanxow, abcut the state of government agencies in these cities. They
could ask about the proximity of motion pisture theaters, the beauty 'of the

scenery, the tranquility of their surroundings, the possibility of going with
close friends, and the conditiors of llving quarters. Thus it is clear that the
conecepts of centralism, organization, discipline, and class solidarity can arise

only among the workers, whereas other classes cannot troduce this elan and cog-
nition.

"The ranks of the working class :re continually expanding. In a Socialist
and New Democracy country this expansion will approximate the tempo of national
industrialization. Thus the eight standard requirements of the Communist in
China speak of the CCP as being the party of the vorking c¢lass: ‘'The Chinese
working class will continue to expand and will becouwe, in numbers, the compara-
tively largest class. With the mechanization of farming and the utilization of
machines by the Chinese Deasants, these peasants will difter little from the

workers. Finelly, the distinction between intellectusl and worker will also

gradually disappear.' More and more the working class will vroduce its own
intellectuals. .

"There are a group of intellectuals of nonproletarian heritage who volun-
tarily entered the rarks of the working c¢lass and Jjoined the Comnunist Party;
they do not, therefore, belong to the class of original descent. Marx, Engels,
Lenin, Stalin, Mao Tse-tung and others, although not of vworking class origin,
recognized the laws of development in the history of society and consclously
turned to the ranks of the working class, adopted the working class standpoint,
developed a resolute revolutionary zeel in the working class, and were highly
useful in the development of the revolutionary movement of the working class.
Communist cadres attendin:; Wuhan University nust cast off the cloak of their
classes of derivation and Jein the ranks of the proletariat, the vanguard groups
the Communist Party. In tie words of Marx and Engels: ‘'The lower strata of the -
middle class -- the small tradespeople, shopkeepers, and retired tradesmen
generally, the handicraftsmen and peusants -- all these sink graduilly into the -
proletariat, vartly beecause their small capital does not suffice for the scale
on Jhich modern industry is carried on, and Is swamped in the competition with
the large capitalists, and partly because their specialized sxill is rendered
worthless by new methods of broduction. Thus the proleteriat is recruited
from all classes of the population.!*

"In our discussions of the continucus expansion of proletarisn ranks, +he
question of oquality versus quantity always arose. Many couwrades were suspicious:
'Why are the Chinese peasants incapable of leading the revolution -- their ranks
are great in number -- and vwhy is the working class capable of leading -- their
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ranks are very few?' It must be made clear that the power of an object does not
lie in its size. Stalin said: ‘'From the dialetical frame of reference, the most
important is not that which now seems to be strong, for it has already begun to
lose strength, but that which is developing, growing, and which now seems to be
veak. For dialectically, only the growing, the developing obJjects will be the

invincible ones.* It 15 thus not the quantity but the quality, the potential
that counts.

"The working class aims at international solidarity, not chauvinistic
isolation. 1In the words of Marx and Engels: 'The proletariat is without pro-
verty; his relation to his wife and children has no longer anything in common
with bourgeois family relations; modern industrial labor, medern subJjection to
capital, the same in England as in France s in America as in Germany, has stripped
hin of every trace of national character.' Thus internationalism is the ideology

of the working class: the other classes are all incapeble of comprehending its
essence.

"The working class is supreme. It must lead the Ppeasant and the petty
bourgeoisie which classes must aecept the leadership of Marxism-Leninism and the
ideology of Mao Tse-tung. Some 2 nrades have asked: 'The union of Marxism-
Leninism with the working class led to the creation of the Communist Party. Well
then, cannot the union of Marxism-Leninism with the peasants lead to the creation
of a Peasant Party?' This is an impossibility. The reason is that Marxism- ;
Leninism has no common ground in ideology with the peasantry. If there is to be 2!
& union, it can only go one way: the peasants must accept Marxism-Leninism and
change their ideology accordingly, *hey must become members of the working class.

"Marx and Engels did not formulate their theories on the basis of their own
personal knowledge as 'intellectuals ;' but on the combined historical experiences
of the working class. They analyzed capitalist society from the viewpoint of the
working class, not from the frame of reference of the class from which they came, :
i.e., the bourgeoisie. With the possession of Marxism the working class has :
ascquired its own revolutionary theory and strategy. Marxism promotes working
class consciousness and arms the workers with a weapon with which to further their
efforts in the class struggle. Marxism has transformed this class from a ‘class
in itself' to a 'class for itself.'

"Of course the peasants, the petty bourgeoisie, and even the progressive
sector of the national bourgeoisie -- 31l oppressed by imperialism and domestic ;
feudalism -- are revolutionary. They are revolutionary, however, only under the ‘
leadership of the proletariat and at a certain time, at a certain stage. These |

classes must remold their thinking along the lines of Marxism-Leninism and the
ideology of Mso Tse-tung.

"We Communists must indoctrinate the peasants, petty bourgeoisie, and :

even the national bourgeoisie so that they may join with us in the march toward
Sociaiism."
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